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EDITORIAL
Political violence and repression are major themes tying together the 
contents of this issue. 
In our first article, Magid Shihade offers a polemic in defense 
of secularism in the occupied territories of Palestine. We in Social 
Transformations are proud to publish this article from an engaged 
intellectual who clear-sightedly charts a course that rejects both the 
capitalist modernity of the West and the conservatism of radical 
Islamism. We hope shedding a light on the Palestinian conflict from 
this unique perspective encourages further South to South dialogue.
The second article by Adam James and David Price is a timely one, 
given the recent tragic bombing in Jakarta. The authors enter the very 
vibrant debate regarding what constitutes terrorism under Indonesian 
and international law. It is a discussion of legal importance to the 
Indonesian state, but also to other countries under terrorist threat. 
This issue’s “Conversations on the Global South” features an 
interview with historian Thongchai Winichakul and political scientist 
Pavin Chachavalpongpun. They situate the Thai coup in the context of 
deepening anxieties within an urban elite, confronted by increasingly 
vocal grassroots forces.
Finally, our professorial lecture from Walden Bello—described 
by Naomi Klein as “the world’s leading no nonsense revolutionary”—
reflects on the legacies of the Bandung Conference in a post-Cold 
War world.
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